[The desire for a child in a socio-structural context].
In the EU, Germany is one of the countries showing the lowest birth rate and the highest childlessness rate. The desire for a child competes with a variety of life goals that are propagated as valuable in an achievement-centered society. Psychologically speaking, it can be conceived of as a complex and highly ambivalent conflict between options. In view of adverse societal conditions, women and men at a fertile age face the problems of arbitration and of action insecurity, both of which are associated with the delay of the desire for a child and with abandonment of offspring, respectively. In this article, the socio-structural conditions of the desire for a child and of childlessness are specified, referring to relevant representative surveys, and important steps for overcoming this crisis are suggested.